
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Northridge 5

th
 Graders Jared Armstrong, Rylee Perkins, Paige Williams, Britney Remley, Brandon Knapp, and their teacher Mrs. Laura 

Clay stand in front of their άMitten Treeέ in the school hallway.  The 5
th
 graders at Northridge Elementary have been collecting boxes 

and boxes of mittens, hats, scarves and gloves to donate to The Rocking Horse Center this winter season.  Learn more inside this 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ bŜǿǎ !ǊƻǳƴŘ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ [ƻŎŀƭ, Page 1.  
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THE MITTEN TREE:  Northridge 5th  Graders 
Donate to Springfield Rocking Horse Center:  
 
In the midst of the hallways at Northridge Elementary stands a 
litt le Christmas tree decorated from top to bottom with warm 
winter hats, scarves, gloves and mittens.  Inside the 5th grade 
classroom ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ boxes of additional new hats, gloves, 

scarves and clothing items that will help keep many local families warm all season long!    
 
-ÒÓȢ ,ÁÕÒÁ #ÌÁÙȭÓ υth grade students are once again collecting for their Holiday Mitten Tree project.  Each 
year, the children of Northridge have been collecting warm winter clothing items to give to 3ÐÒÉÎÇÆÉÅÌÄȭÓ 
Rocking Horse Community Health Center. 
 
Rocking Horse Community Health Center offers quality healthcare to anyone who needs it regardless of 
their ability to pay.   By providing patients with a Medical Home that is safe and effective, Rocking Horse 
is able to change lives by offering many services to help patients improve their physical and emotional 
health.  The Rocking Horse Center offers education, health promotion, crisis 
intervention and links to other community agencies. 
 
The Center brings health and wellness programs to the residents of this area 
who otherwise may never receive the care they need.   And now, with the 
kindness and generosity of our Northridge students and families, the Center 
will be able to also provide warmth to those they serve. 

 
KENTON RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT NAMED άaL{{ Ih[L5!¸ 
IN THE CITYέ Kenton Ridge High School Senior 

Brynn Taylor was named ñMiss Holiday in the Cityò at this 

yearôs Springfield Holiday in the City celebration!    Runner- 

up was Northeastern High School Senior, Molly Parker 

(black dress).  Also selected for this yearôs pageant were 

Northeastern High School Seniors, Kylie Hayes (blue satin 

dress) and Katelynn McDaniel (black and white dress).   

 
These young women were chosen because of their written 

application and essay explaining why they would like to 

represent Springfield in the Ms. Holiday in the City Pageant 

and what their goals were for after graduation.  The pageant is 

a part of the annual city celebration, which kicks off the brand 

new holiday season!   Brynn and Molly will both receive 

scholarships!  
 

The Holiday in the City celebration is held in the heart of 

downtown Springfield at the Heritage Center, City Hall and 

along Fountain Avenue each year.   Guests enjoy the beautiful 

holiday lights, street performances, food, crafts, displays, 

marionettes and the arrival of Santa!  To top the evening off, 

guests are also treated to a fabulous firework display!   
Photo and Info for Story Provided by Barb Faust, SV. 

 



Harley Relaxes as the Children Read Him a Story!!   
Every Monday at 12:40 PM, Rolling Hills Elementary is visited by some very special 

friends.   Dogs from the Best Friends Pet Assisted Therapy visit Ms. Sarah Rileyôs 

classroom.  ñOn any Monday, I could have from 1-4 dogs that come in with their 

owners and one of my students will get to read to the dog and their ownersò, said Mrs. 

Riley.   

The kids LOOOOOOVE it and look forward to every 

Mondayò, said Mrs. Riley.   Northeastern Local sends out a 

very special thank you to Mrs. Kristin Crankshaw for her help 

to bring the ñBow Wow Book Brigadeò to Rolling Hills.  

About 8 reading dogs and their owners visit kindergarten, 3
rd

 

grade and intervention classes every week!  These loving pets 

help promote a calm and encouraging environment for the students to 

learn, practice and best of all, enjoy developing their reading skills.    

  

Best Friends Pet Assisted Therapy was established in August 2006.  The program offers volunteer services to people Clark and Champaign counties 

in southwest Ohio.  Best Friends helps raise awareness of the benefits of pet assisted therapy in a variety of settings including hospitals, nursing 

homes, schools, libraries, and womenôs centers.  άThe teams of Best Friends are happy and proud to share the love of their family pets with people 
in need throughout the community. These noble creatures that give so much and ask so little in return are among the most engaging traveling 
companionǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦέ ς Best Friends Pet Assisted Therapy   

 

Special Thank You to Rolling Hills Pet Groomer 
from South Vienna Schools!  Submitted by Ms. Laura Hufford  

Bonita Burch, a Rolling Hills parent and owner of Muttley Crew Dog Grooming, is grooming Veda, the 

South Vienna Therapy Labradoodle at no cost to the district.  Vedaôs caretaker and South Vienna Counselor, 

Ms. Laura Hufford said that Ms. Burch feels like it is her way to give back to our district.  She is a Certified 

Master Groomer.  On behalf of the students and faculty of South Vienna, Ms. Laura Hufford would like to 

thank Ms. Burch for her generosity and kindness!   

Muttley Crew Dog Grooming:  937-399-6876 

 

Santa Receives Invitation from Rolling Hills PTO:   
Information from Ms. Monica Nolan, Rolling Hills Elementary  

Santa Claus arrived December 10
th
 at Rolling Hills Elementary to enjoy an ñAll You Can Eatò Pancake Breakfast with the 

children and their families before heading back to the North Pole to make his final preparations for Christmas.  The 

breakfast was served by Katieôs Pancakes ï and the hot cakes were flying (Catch óem if you can!)   A special thanks to 

Victoria Theater, Curves, Columbus Crew, COSI, Rothschildôs, Berners, Leeôs, Funny Bone (and more!) for their 

donations to this yearôs silent auction.    

 

The children enjoyed making Christmas gifts while DJ Ed played Christmas tunes.  

Parents had an opportunity to bid on wonderful gift baskets and visit the ñTeacherôs 

Giving Treeò to find classroom gift ideas that would help their childôs teacher this year.   

 

In addition to the annual Fall Festival and Breakfast with Santa, our active Rolling Hills 

PTO members work hard to bring educational programs 

to the children each year as well.   Recently, the Parent 

Teacher Organization brought a professional 

ventriloquist to the school to teach the students about 

how to deal with bullying.   Northeastern Local would 

like to wish these very caring and concerned individuals a very special holiday and a 

happy and healthy New Year! 

Wishing You Many Wonderful Surprises this Holiday Season! 



 

Photo submitted by:  Mrs. Michelle Heims, NRM Principal 
Story written by: Madeline Woods- 8th Grade NJHS Member at Northridge Middle School 

 

WASHINGTON D.C.:   Recently the 8th grade at Northridge Middle School went on their yearly National Junior Honor 

Society trip to Washington D.C.  We had tons of fun there! Not only did we get to learn about D.C. we got to go and have fun with our 

friends while learning! Plus, we had such awesome teachers willing to take us and teach us while we were at many historic sites. I 

would like to thank all of the teachers for teaching us about all the history and for taking us to D.C.   

 

In D.C. we went to the Lincoln Memorial, the Changing of the Guard in Arlington National Cemetery (which was completely mind 

blowing!) We went to 3 of the Smithsonian Museums (Air and Space, Natural History, and American History.) We also saw Fordôs 

Theater & the Peterson House (where Lincoln died,) the Korean War Memorial, the Vietnam Memorial, the Holocaust Museum, and 

TONS more. Yes, it may be a lot of walking, a long bus ride there and back, but Iôm telling you itôs totally worth it! Almost every day 

before the trip we went to meetings to learn about all the stuff we would be seeing in D.C. So when we actually went to D.C. we 

already knew what we were looking at, which was really helpful. 

 

We would like to say a BIG thanks to Mr. Fifer and Mr. Bonnell for everything on this trip! To tell you the truth, if  we didnôt have 

them the trip wouldnôt be as much fun as it was.  For example, we had little things called ñFifer Freebiesò and a ñBonnell Bonusò 

where we got to go see stuff that normal schools wouldnôt see! For our ñFifer Freebiesò we got to go see an art garden & the Botanical 

Garden and for our ñBonnell Bonusò we went on the longest escalator I have EVER seen, it was so much fun going up just to come 

back down again! So thank you, you guys, and all the chaperones, for your time, patience and aching feeté your fearless sense of 

adventure was truly appreciated by this 8
th
 grade class. 

Northridge Middle School would also like to recognize the following November Students of 

the Month for their outstanding citizenship:  6th Grade:  Zack Schneider, 7th Grade: Tiara 

Perdue, and 8th Grade: Taylor Flemming!!!!     Congratulations! 

2011 Northridge 8th Grade National Junior Honor Society Trip to Washington D.C. 
Photo taken at the Albert Einstein Statue outside of the National Science Institute. 

 


