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 Weôre on the Web!  
PLEASE LET US KNOW WHAT 
YOUôD LIKE TO SEE IN YOUR 
NEXT SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 
Visit us at:  
www.nelsd.org  

Click on News Around 
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News Around Northeastern 
Local Online Newsletter   

I am the New Year. I am an unspoiled 
page in your book of time. I am your 
opportunity to practice what you have 
learned about life during the last twelve 
months. !ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
find is hidden in me, waiting for you to 
search it but with more determination.   
All the good that you tried for and didn't 

I Am the New Year! 
 

Northridge 5th Graders Donate to the Rocking Horse Center 
 
Under the supervision of their teacher 
Mrs. Clay, Northridge 5th graders 
organized a service project in December 
called "The Mitten Tree."  Students in 
grades K-5 were encouraged to bring in 
hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for the 
families at the Rocking Horse Center.  
The 5th grade students were 
accountable for collecting, counting, 
sorting, making daily announcements, 
and delivering the items collected.   

This year Northridge Elementary was 
able to donate over 300 items to the 
Rocking Horse Center.  A huge success!  
Thanks to all students that participated 
and our generous families at Northridge.  
Submitted by:  Steve Linson, Northridge 
Elementary. 

achieve is mine to grant when you have 
fewer conflicting desires. All that you 
dreamed but didn't dare to do, all that 
you hoped but did not will, all the faith 
that you claimed but did not have - 
these slumber lightly, waiting to be 
awakened by the touch of a strong 
purpose.  ~ Author unknown ~ 

 

All the good that you tried for 

and didnôt achieve is mine to 

grant when you have fewer 

conflicting desires. 

All that you dreamed but didnôt 

dare to do, all that you hoped but 

did not will, all the faith that you 

claimed but did not haveðthese 

slumber lightly, waiting to be 

awakened by the touch of a 

strong purpose. 

 

. 

I am your next chance at the art 

of living. I am your opportunity 

to practice what you have learned 

about life during the last twelve 

 

Rocking Horse Center opened its 
doors in 1999 with a goal of 
providing comprehensive healthcare 
to 1,700 children, regardless of their 
insurance status or ability to pay for 
enhanced medical services 
 
Rocking Horse Community Health 
Center currently serves over 11,500 
patients, both children and adults, 
with more than 35,000 visits.  
 

See:  www.rockinghorsecenter.org  for 

more information.  
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DONôT FORGET TO VOTE 

www.ouropportunity.net   

Check it Out! 

[ŜǘΩǎ DŜǘ .ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΗ  
A New Year,  
A New Decade,  
A New Time for  
New Schools! 
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http://www.ouropportunity.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Story & photos provided by 

Tonya Schmunk, SV ES 
 
 

 
 
 
TO VIEW PHOTOS OF COUGARS IN 
THE OUTBACK, VISIT THE BANDôS 
WEBSITE AT: 

krhscougarband.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our finalists for the 
2009/10 Northridge Elementary 
Spelling Bee. Ethan Wilson finished in 
3rd place, Megan Harrah was Runner-
Up and Noah Schleinitz was the 
champion. Best wishes to Noah in the 
district spelling bee! 

More Fabulous Spellers from Northridge Elementary! 
 

During the month of December, Ms. 

Tonya Schmunkõs young South Vienna 

Third Grade Social Studies students 

collected gifts for Children's Hospital 

in Columbus.   

This idea came from Deric  King.  Deric 

was elected one of the Third Grade 

Class Mayors this year.  

Each 3rd Grade Mayor runs for 

Governor of the schoolõs entire Third 

Grade by deliveri ng a speech in front 

of all their peers.  If elected by the 

other students, the new Governor is 

responsible for following through on 

any campaign promises he or she 

makes during their election campaign.  

Each Mayor running for Governor must 

come up with an idea on how to  help 

the community or make the 

community a better place .  

Deric's idea was to collect gifts for the 

children that would  be spending their 

Christmas in the hospital.   If ele cted 

Governor, Deric wanted the entire 

third grade to take part in t his 

Mayor of 3rd Grade Follows Through on Campaign Promise 
Mayor Deric King, We welcome you most regally.  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ ƛǘ ƭŜgally.  Your idea to help children 
was morally, ethically, spiritually, physically, positively, absolutely, undeniably and reliably -  the 
best idea ever!   From the Mayor of Munchkinland 

As many of you know, the Kenton 
Ridge Marching Band traveled to the 
Outback Bowl in Tampa, Florida for 
New Years to join approximately 1500 
band and dance performers on the 
football field at halftime.  While in 
Tampa, the band took 1st place in 
several competitions.  The band was 
awarded first place in their category.   
 
hƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ǘƘŜ Cougar band 
took to the streets and marched in the  
 

Cougars :  Kings of the Outback! 
 

Mayor Deric King 

.  
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DISTRICT SPELLING BEE WILL BE HELD 

AT KENTON RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL ON 

JANUARY 21, 2010 AT 4:00PM.    

Winners will be announced in next 

monthõs newsletter. 

 

project; however, he wa s not elected 

governor.    

The third grade class thought Deric had 

such a wonderful idea that they still 

decided to make it their class Christmas 

project! When we asked how that made 

him feel, Deric said, "I felt happy 

because they still liked my idea even 

though I didn't become governor. When I 

delivered the gifts, it made me feel 

good because the lady told me it was a 

nice thing to do."   

Deric's grandmother works at Children's 

in Columbus and she provided a list of 

what each patient (by age group) 

needed.   

Ms. Schmunk said her parents were so 

generous and they collected fa r more 

than she dreamed possible considering 

how many families were struggling 

financially this year.   Deric and his 

family delivered the gifts in time to be 

opened on Christmas Day! Photos left: Deric 

delivering his campaign speech and visiting Childrenõs 

Hospital with  all the packaged  gifts.  

Ybor City Parade and was awarded first 
place for their performance in the 
parade.  KR Band brought home some 
beautiful trophies!  While in Florida the 
band also visited Fort DeSoto.   When 
asked what her favorite part of the trip 
was, band member Kristi Cotterman 
commented "The parade was a great 
adrenaline rush - a bunch of people 
were screaming and everyone worked 
really hardέ.    Story from 

 Alyssa Berger,  
KR Band 
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Please Remember to Vote on February 2nd.   
The School Building Advisory Committee held two informational meetings regarding the February 2nd ballot for new 
school buildings.  The Q & A meetings were held on January 14th (Rolling Hills) and January 19th (South Vienna).  If you 
were unable to attend, we hope you will find a few minutes to watch a video (www.nelsd.org) or visit our levy 
committee website:  www.ouropportunity.net    Please share the information with others.  Your vote can make all the 
difference!  If you have questions and need answers regarding the new building project, please call our administrative 
offices at 325-7615.    
 

 

Megan McCulloch, South Vienna 6th Grade Science Teacher was recently selected as an award recipient 

for the Maitland P. Simmons Award for New Teachers.  The Maitland P. Simmons Memorial Award for New 
Teachers provides selected Kς12 teachers (up to 25) in their first five years of teaching with funds to attend 
the annual National Conference on Science Education. Award recipients will be mentored, tracked, and 
provided with continuing opportunities for meaningful involvement with NSTA (National Science Teacher 
Association) and its activities.  To be eligible, a teacher must be within the first five years full-time at the time 
of application and be an NSTA member in good standing; to the extent possible, recipients must have been a 
student member of NSTA as a preservice teacher.  aŜƎŀƴΩǎ award consists of up to $1,000 to be used to 
attend the annual National Conference.  She will also be invited to attend a variety of workshops and 
presentations that are of particular interest to new teachers at the annual National Conference.  
Congratulations Megan!   Submitted by Ted Williams, SV  Principal. 
     

Five Northeastern Local Students Honored January 15th at òSpringfield, On the 
Road to Recoveryó ð Martin Luther King, Jr. Luncheon   

 Photo Left:  Congressman Steve Austria congratulates South Vienna 6th 
Graders Abby Fisher (left) and Annie Justice (right).  Abby won Second 
Place and Annie won Third Place in the 2010 Poster Contest at the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Celebration Luncheon on January 15th at the Courtyard by 
Marriott, presented by The City of Springfield, Ohio Human Relations Board 
and Clark State Community College.  Each Poster depicted the theme of 
this year's Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration:  Springfield, On the Road to 
Recovery, including symbols of the new hospital and other venues of 
Springfield where people gather together or help one another. 

 

1   2  
Photo 1:  (left) Abby Fisher, 6th grader at South Vienna with her mother (2nd Place Poster Contest Winner)    
(middle) Annie Justice, 6th grader at South Vienna with her mother (3rd Place Poster Contest Winner) 
(right) Emma Alexander, 8th grader at South Vienna with her mother (1st Place Poster Contest Winner)   
 
Photo 2:  Abby Fisher, Emma Alexander, Annie Justice and Language Arts Teacher, Ms. Debbie Wilson 

News Around Northeastern Local Online 

http://www.ouropportunity.net/


 
 

 
 
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL PEACEMAKER AWARD WINNERS 

       
Photo 1:  Back row:  Brandon Williams, Senior at Northeastern HS on left, Evan Colyer, Senior Kenton Ridge High School on Right 
(back row).  Both Northeastern Local Seniors won Peacemaker Awards presented by Vice President Academic and Student Affairs 
Clark State Community College, David Davier. .   
 
Photo 2 & 3: Receiving their Peacemaker Awards Brandon Williams (photo 2)   Evan Colyer (photo 3) 
Photo 4:  Brandon and his mother Meg Williams enjoy their lunch at the Courtyard Marriott in downtown Springfield. 
 

About 15 young men and women were nominated by their teachers throughout Clark County for the 
Peacemaker Award.  Brandon and Evan were chosen from our district and were recognized for their ability to 
resolve conflict in a positive way, and assist in bridging cultural and social differences in their high schools.  
Both Brandon and Evan's teachers stated these young men made a huge difference in their perspective high 
schools and had a positive and powerful impact on the students, the staff and in their community.    The lives 
of these two young men from Northeastern Local reflect many of the ways that Martin Luther King, Jr. had 
lived his life.   Congratulations Brandon and Evan!  Our school community is very proud of you! 
 

Life's most urgent question is:  
What are you doing for others?"  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

   To find out how you can help the earthquake victims of Haiti, visit your American Red 
Cross - Springfield/Clark County Chapter   1830 North Limestone Street, Springfield - (937) 399-3872 
http://clarkcountyohio.redcross.org/   

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly 

half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports 

military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization ð not a government agency ð 

and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. 

The Vineyard Church of Northridge also suggests that donations to help the earthquake victims can be sent 
through their Mercy Response Program by visiting their US website at:  http://www.vineyardusa.org/site/ 
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Read how our corner of the world reaches out to help others far away: 

 

HATS FOR HAITI: 
Our students at Rolling Hills participated in a Hat Day on 1/15/10 to collect money for the victims of the 
recent earthquake in Haiti.  We have collected a total of $625.60 prior to our KG collection.  We will be 
donating the money to a charitable organization that is providing relief to the earthquake victims.  Our 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ϷрллΧǿƘŀǘ ŀƴ h¦¢{¢!b5LbD 9CChw¢ΗΗΗΗ  A special thanks to Libby 
½ƛƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ [ƻǊƛ {ŀǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ Iŀǘ 5ŀȅΦ    
Information submitted by:   Mr. Shawn Blazer, Principal 
 
 

b!haLΩ{ I9!w¢ aL{{Lhb 
Becky Mingus travels on a mission to the Island of Mindanao, in General Santos City, Philippines 

Danny and Kristie Ward wanted to reach out and help the people of General Santos City, which is located in the 
Philippines.  It started as a mission to the Island of Mindanao in 2008 where they 
started a Mission House and shelter for the poor and hungry.    They soon found out 
that the need was so much greater than what they were able to provide.  The 
numbers of orphans, abandoned children and groups of young mothers that 
had nothing to eat and no place to go kept growing.   There were so many more 
visitors to the Mission House than the Wards had planned.  But through the 
kindness and love of others, three mission teams came to the Island and helped in 
2009 to build a  Drop-In Center, feed hungry children and mothers, share their 
faith and love through bible study and prayer, and even help develop a Pre-School 
for 4 year olds to help ready them for school.  

 ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ Northeastern Local Online Story begins.  Among our 
NELSD family, there is one who traveled a great distance in June of this past year to help develop that pre-school and 
spent several weeks teaching and helping young children in the Philippines.   Becky Mingus, our Pre-School teacher at 
Rolling Hills Elementary and member of Fellowship Church in Springfield went on one of these missions and dedicated 
ƘŜǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ bŀƻƳƛΩǎ IŜŀǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ   .ŜŎƪy, thank you for all you do for the children here in 
Northeastern Local but also for all the work you did this past summer helping the children in the Philippines!   We are 
blessed to have such a caring staff member! 

¢ƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ bŀƻƳƛΩǎ IŜart Mission, please visit: 

www.naomisheartmission.org   
 όǇƘƻǘƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜύ 
bŀƻƳƛΩǎ IŜŀǊǘ 
1339 Greystone Drive 
Springfield, OH  45503 

http://www.naomisheartmission.org/
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LOOKING FOR WAYS TO STAY 

HEALTHY THIS WINTER 

SEASON?  

www.preventtheflu.com 

 

 

Mrs. Kim Wheeler receives a 
check from Ohio Action for 
Healthy Kids to begin a 
fitness program for her 
students  
 
 

 
Mr. Justice tells Mrs. 
�:�K�H�H�O�H�U�¶�V����rd  graders about 
the Gra nt Mrs. Wheeler 
received for the school  
 
 
 

 

Being Interviewed by 
Channel 2 Sonu Wasu 
Reporter about health and 
fitness  

PRINCIPAL 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
Steve Linson:  This year, 
I need to start 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΧŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
big race in May.   
 
Ted Williams:  I no 
longer make 
resolutions.  (Note:  
instead, he submitted 
good news to the 
newsletter ς ǎƻ ƘŜΩǎ ƻŦŦ 
the hook!) 
 
Chris James:  My New 
Year's resolution is like 
many - eat better (and 
in less quantity) and 
exercise more.  My goal 
weight:  200 lbs. 
 

 

 

¢I9 hwLDLb hC b9² ¸9!wΩ{ w9{h[¦¢Lhb{Υ     

The tradition of the New Year's Resolutions 
goes all the way back to 153 B.C. Janus, a 
mythical king of early Rome was placed at the 
head of the calendar. With two faces, Janus 
could look back on past events and forward to 
the future. Janus became the ancient symbol 
for resolutions and many Romans looked for 
forgiveness from their enemies and also 
exchanged gifts before the beginning of each 
year.  
 

 The New Year has not always begun on 
January 1, and it doesn't begin on that date 
everywhere today. It begins on that date only 
for cultures that use a 365-day solar calendar. 
January 1 became the beginning of the New 
Year in 46 B.C., when Julius Caesar developed 
a calendar that would more accurately reflect 
the seasons than previous calendars had. 

 

 

SOUTH VIENNA TEACHER WANTS TO 
HELP HER STUDENTS STAY HEALTHY 
AND FIT! 
 
Channel 2 visited South Vienna Third 
Graders on January 20th to learn more 
about a new grant award received by their 
teacher, Kim Wheeler.  Mrs. Wheeler 
attended a conference on the prevention 
of childhood obesity and followed up by 
applying for a grant from the Ohio Action 
for Healthy Kids Organization.  Mrs. 
Wheeler will use the money to provide 
exercise videos, hip-hop dance lessons, 
and other indoor and outdoor scheduled 
activities to get the children up on their 
feet and into healthy exercise routines 
each day. 
 
Kim is an accomplished runner herself and 
believes strongly in keeping fit and 
healthy and wants to help her students 

find enjoyable ways to do the same.     
 
To view Channel 2 WDTN Interview: 
http://www.wdtn.com/dpp/news/local/clark/
Teacher-fighting-childhood-obesity 

News Around Northeastern Local Online ð New Yearõs Resolutions 
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