
 

 

 

 

News Around Northeastern Local 
Online Newsletter – Oct. & Nov. 2009 

This year’s Kenton Ridge Homecoming began a little 
earlier than expected.   On Tuesday, October 13th, just 

three days before the planned festivities, one Kenton 

Ridge High School Senior, Emily Thompson 
demonstrated her strength and courage by heroically 

stepping in to save her friend and teammate Tess 

McNeil’s grandfather, Don McNeil who collapsed from 
a heart attack while at the girls’ volleyball game.  Emily 

Thompson, a senior at KR had studied to be lifeguard 

and received CPR training from Don’s own daughter, 
Mickey McNeil.  Emily was able to use those lessons to 

save Mickey’s father. 

 
Then, on Thursday, October 15th, the Cougar 

community gathered at the Kenton Ridge gymnasium to 

cheer their Football Team as they readied themselves to 
face off with the Bellefontaine Chieftains.   When game 

day arrived Friday, October 16th, the streets of 

Northridge surrounding the High School were lined with 
alumni, residents, parents, students and staff as they 

watched the annual Kenton Ridge Homecoming Parade.  

The school’s marching band, led by Jim Templeton, 
took to the streets of Northridge.  In addition to the 

King, Queen, and their Court, multiple other groups 

Heroic Homecoming!  Emily Thompson’s Cougar Courage! 
 

Sr. Students Melissa Parker, Evan Coyler Honored by Rotary 
 

 

Melissa Parker, a senior at Northeastern and Evan 

Coyler , Senior at Kenton Ridge were chosen as 

Students of the Month sponsored by the 

Springfield Rotary.  Each month The Rotary Club 

honors a student from a local high school for their 

academic accomplishments, activities, community 

involvement, etc.  This month long recognition 

allows the student to meet Rotary community 
members to share their goals, aspirations, and to 

better understand many of the community 

contributions of successful Rotary members. 

 Melissa and Evan attended four Rotary luncheon 

meetings with their counselors and spoke to the 

Rotary membership.  Congratulations Melissa & 

Evan.  Keep up the great work! 
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participated in the parade. . An energized Building 
Advisory Committee sponsored a float and passed out 

literature about Issue 13 – New Schools for Northeastern 

Local School District.    
 

As Kenton Ridge welcomed Bellefontaine to Cougar 

Country the crowd was uncontainable.  To many in 
attendance, the score didn’t matter.  They were home.  

This was where they belonged and where they returned.  

This was where everyone hopes for an even brighter and 
better future for the entire school community!  

  

     
 

 

 

 

October & November 
 
Halloween 

 

Kenton Ridge Homecoming 

Emily Thompson 

 

Rotary Winner, Melissa 

Parker, Evan Coyler 

 

Thing 1 and Thing 3 came to South Vienna to help 

promote Issue 13 on Halloween!   

TO SEE MORE HALLOWEEN PHOTOS, 

VISIT:   

 

  http://bit.ly/45WTIf  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thing or Two 

 About Our Schools! 

  

 

 

 

 

 



   

ANNUAL VETERANõS DAY BREAKFAST 

AT SOUTH VIENNA & NORTHRIDGE 

SCHOOLS:  This tradition at South Vienna 

began years ago when a student once suggested 

to Mrs. Precek, a history teacher then, that a 

Veterans' Day Breakfast would be a nice way to 

thank those folks in the community who served 

in the military for our country. The first 

breakfast eight years ago hosted 60 men and 

women and now it is over 400 that come on 

Veterans' Day Every student was asked to notify 

any family member that had served or was 

currently serving in the military and the gym 

was packed.  

Northridge Schools also hosted 250 

veterans and active service people this year who 

attended their 2 breakfasts between the 

elementary and middle school.  Each 

veteran/active duty person attended the 

breakfast with the student who had invited 

them.   Schulers donuts and drinks were served 

by the school staff as poems and stories were 

read by the children and thanks were given to 

these fine men and women  A reading of the 

origination of taps was read school wide at 

11:11AM immediately followed by the playing 

of taps by one of Northridge’s 8th grade boys.   

I couldn't help but marvel when I 

thought of all the stories that were in both of 

these schools at that time, each soldier's story 

being unique to him or her, stories that would 

cover the entire spectrum of emotions, stories of 

leaving home, fighting in a war, serving in some 

remote area of the world, and of course, coming 

home. 

I thought about the men and women 

who were ready to be deployed and what 

thoughts they were thinking at that time. These 

soldiers seem so young to me, but I guess that 

has always been the case with wars and those 

 
 

Ms. Roberta Hoppes gifted program presented a Moment in 

Time living Wax Museum.  The children designed sets and 

costumes and based on their extensive research, performed as 

historical wax figures that came to life as guests rang the bell 

located outside their individual displays.  Children portrayed 

famous presidents, baseball players, scientists and explorers.   

The event was attended by approximately 200 guests.  Ben 

Stiller couldn’t be present, but it was certainly a wonderful 

“Night at The Museum”.   
 

A Moment in Time at Rolling Hills Elementary 
 

Thanksgiving is a great opportunity t o thank all those  who helped with the levy 

campaign efforts .   Co-chairs Greg Groeber, Jim Templeton, Angie Kettler thank 

the Staff, Students, Residents, BAC members and all the volunteers who gave of 

their time and effort to help our schools.  Many of you worked  at school events, 

the door to door campa ign, the phone banks, community meetings, mailings, 

fundraising,  yard signs, festivals, etc.  It is because of you that Northeastern 

Local is such a great distr ict!  Thank you for all your hard work!  

Thanksgiving- A Good Time to Thank Our Volunteers! 
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 that are called or volunteer to serve. How many, I 

wondered, would be away in 2010.   

 As I watched the children have 

breakfast with their honored guests, I knew this 

was not an ordinary event.  There was something 

very extraordinary and different about this day.  

I’ve been to open houses and school concerts in 

the Northeastern Local School District in the past, 

but on this particular day, at this particular event, 

everyone’s expression looked different to me. 

   The South Vienna boy scouts opened 

as the Color Guard and saluted to the audience. As 

the children’s 5th grade choir sang a medley of 

marching songs from each branch of the service, 

guests stood as their song was heard.  The children 

marched in a  Parade of Thanks  wearing hats and 

carrying hand-made signs and flags.   

When all the children were able to join 

their loved ones and relatives, their faces 

expressed such pride as if to say, “This soldier is 

mine and he/or she belongs to me and they keep 

me safe.”   In response, the service men and 

women seemed truly happy. I had a strong feeling 

that these military veterans knew why they had 

sacrificed their lives and the reason was sitting 

next to them. It was a day I shall always 

remember, a day when I experienced the most 

wonderful gratitude and respect between our 

Northeastern Local families.   
 

TYPE THIS LINK INTO YOUR WEB 

BROWSER TO SEE MORE PHOTOS OF THIS 
WONDERFUL EVENT (pictures by Lisa Truitt).  

 

http://bit.ly/3HOMcX  

 

 

 

   

 

                

 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DID YOU KNOW? 

           NEHS Senior Cameron Thomas 

            was named Ohio Heritage 

            Conference Player of the Year?  

             CONGRATULATIONS 

           CAMERON!   

         

 

 

 

 

Students Helping Others during Holiday Season!  Northridge Elementary and Middle 
Schools  ARE PARTICIPATING IN A FOOD DRIVE TO HELP THE 2

ND
 HARVEST FOOD BANK OF CLARK 

COUNTY.  2
nd

 Harvest sends approximately 3 million pounds of food to be shared each year with over 109 local feeding 

programs. The food is distributed to not-for-profit organizations such as food pantries, soup kitchens, group homes, non-

profit nursing homes, non-profit day care programs, halfway houses, elderly day care programs, developmental centers or 

emergency shelters. The Northridge students will be helping the food bank this year by holding a food drive to collect 

donations.  Thank you Northridge Students. For more information call (937) 323-6507 and learn how you can help!    

 

To help with your holiday planning, 

visit our website www.nelsd.org and 

check out the Holiday Event Link 

soon to be added.  Please email Linda 

Wallace with any of your own special 

event announcements for the holiday 

season at lindawallace@nelsd.org 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful and 

blessed Thanksgiving Holiday! 

Taco Soup: 

2 lbs. ground beef-cooked/drained  

1 can of white corn  

1 can of kidney beans 

1 can of pinto beans 

1 can of black beans 

1 can of diced tomatoes  

1 can of diced tomatoes w/green chilies 

2 dry packets of ranch dressing 

2 dry packets of taco seasoning 

2 cups water 

Donõt drain..throw it all together in pan 

Add shredded cheese/sour cream/ Frito  

scoops or Tostitos scoops to our bowl to 

top it off!  

  

Winter Recipes to Keep You Warm! Dixie Fisher 

 

Season’s greetings! 
 

 

News Around Northeastern 
Local is  on the Web!  
 
Visit us at:  
www.nelsd.org  

 

No School November 25, 
26 and 27 for the 

Thanksgiving Holiday. 
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Our kidsô favorite 
Christmas joke:  

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus?  
 
Claustrophobic!  

 
 

http://www.nelsd.org/
mailto:lindawallace@nelsd.org
http://www.widgets.msn.com/


Page 4 of 

5

 

A Touch of Gold Celebrates 9th Year Event!             

              
        Silent Auction & live auction raised $22,000    Lori Fulk, Chairperson (left) &  

          Jenny Marratta, Co-Chair (right) 
  

This year marked the Cougar Boosters 9
th
 annual fundraising event, which helps 

give support to our community’s young people.  A delicious dinner, silent 

auction and live auction were enjoyed by 300 guests and raised close to $22,000.  

Proceeds from the event are used to provide 4 students with scholarships and to 

upkeep and improve the school’s athletic facilities.  Sincere appreciation goes out 

to Lori Fulk, a parent and realtor in our district who has been the chairperson for 

this event for the past 4 years.  Lori has put a great deal of time and effort to help 

make Touch of Gold a wonderful annual event.  Special thanks also goes to her 

co-chair Jenny Marratta, Athletic Director Kris Spriggs, Principal John Hill, 

Theresa Arnold, Emily Spriggs, KR Booster President Laura Harrison, The KR 

Boosters, The Leo Club, Bonnie Lusk and her staff, and all the many donors, 

volunteers , patrons, employees and guests.  Thank you! 

 
            Northeastern High School Students Adopt a Class! –  

"You can't live a perfect day without helping someone who 

can never repay you" Lin Yates  
 

The Northeastern Family and Consumer Sciences Department is a beehive of 

activity as members of the Life Skills Classes finalize their annual service 

project.   

 

For the fifth year, Life Skills students are participating in “Adopt-A-Class" 

started by their Family and Consumer Science teacher, Greta Call.  Greta has 

been with the department for 40 years.  While Greta’s daughter began her first 

teaching job in an inner-city school, Greta soon realized the need for this type of 

program and incorporated it into her curriculum.     

 

The “adopted” class is an elementary, multi-handicapped class in an inter-city 

school located in another part of Ohio.  The students receiving and the students 

involved in giving are anonymous to one another.  Life Skills students conducted 

“money makers” and earned $450.00 to purchase gifts for the children with 

disabilities and their classroom.  The money is used to purchase toys, grooming 

items, uniform clothing, classroom games, and supplies for projects.  Fleece 

blankets and tote bags are being made as a part of Life Skills class projects and 

price comparisons are conducted on these projects.  Students, as a part of their 

parenting unit, research the disability of each of the children and conclude their 

study with a research paper and class report.  After receiving Christmas lists from 

each of the children, appropriate gifts are purchased and delivered to the children 

during a Christmas Program they plan to present for their parents.  

 
 



Page 5 of 5  

Welcome New Staff Member at South Vienna! 

WOOF! Missy is South Vienna’s new 2 year old 
black lab mix who will now serve on the school staff.  Missy is a therapy 

dog trained by Assistance Dogs of America, Inc.   Teachers Jennifer 

Parrett, Wendy Whip and Laura Hufford attended training with Missy this 

summer in order to be Missy’s handlers.   Missy greets the students as 

they come in each morning and comforts children who need emotional 

support.  She also visits the classrooms to help teach the children about 

love, caring and respect for one another. 
 

  TELL US YOUR STORY! 

 

Our next online newsletter will feature some of 

your holiday stories…Did grandma get run over 

by a reindeer?  What strange or unusual gift did 

you receive?  Did you go out of town?  A special 

prize for the most entertaining story submitted! 

 

Readers:  We need you to help us get the good 

news out about Northeastern Local Schools.   

Send your stories and announcements to 

lindawallace@nelsd.org.   

 
Don’t forget to share your news or invite the media to your 

special school events.  Here are a couple of emails for the 

Springfield News Sun and The Springfield Paper: 

mgildow@coxohio.com  

editor@thespringfieldpaper.com  

mailto:lindawallace@nelsd.org
mailto:mgildow@coxohio.com
mailto:editor@thespringfieldpaper.com

